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THREE FORMATS

MYSTERY GENRE CHARACTERISTICS

» Acrime or unexplained event happens early in the story
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+ A sleuth, detective, or other person trying to understand

what has happened
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+ Suspense

* Hook

SLEUTH OR DETECTIVE

» May be professional (paid) or amateur (not paid)
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* \ery observant; notices everything and misses nothing
* Intelligent; knows lots of facts about lots of things

* Understands human nature

* Usually physically fit and may have combat skills
+ May have their own sordid past or trauma

+ Strong moral and ethical code

All slides and bookmarks are editable
in Google Slides and PowerPoint.
Bookmarks also include editable PDF format.




PART I - WHOLE-
GROUP LESSON

WHY SHOULD WE
READ MYSTERIES?

ises our reasoning abilities — Mysteries challenge our intellectual

ou read, you try to solve the crime along with the detective.

YSTERY SUBGENRES

There are many subgenres of mysteryl How many have you read?

« detective mystery < hobby mystery
« supernatural mystery « boarding school
« locked room mystery mystery

« environmental mystery * murder mystery

« spy mystery

Part | reviews genre and describes characteristics of
the mystery genre, subgenres, and genre blends.




FOCUS ON THREE
SUBGENRES

EXAMPLES OF DETECTIVE MYSTERIES

Middle School:
« Belly Up by Stuart Gibbs
« Theodore Boone series by John Grisham

« Timmy Failure series by Stephan Pastis
« The Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud

«+  Enola Holmes series by Nancy Springer * The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson

CRIME SCENE - DO NOT CRO
CHARACTERISTICS OF PUZZLE MYSTERIES

Yo Adult: . .
found Acult « Puzzle mysteries are solved through clue puzzles, riddles, scavenger hunts, or other games

+ Girl Forgotten by April Henry
+ The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by C. . .
« These may also be locked room mysteries, or they may involve
Alan Bradley . . . . . .
multiple locations (especially international locations)

* May be a puzzle or game left by an eccentric and wealthy relative who
died just before the story starts — the person who solves the puzzle wins a
large inheritance, mansion, or other valuable prize

« Often have a group of people working together to solve the puzzles

+ Clues may lead to hidden secrets or unexpected plot twists

Special emphasis on three subgenres: detective
mysteries, puzzle mysteries, and locked room mysteries—
Each includes characteristics and YA & MG sample titles




PART 11 -
SCROLLING SLIDES

TRIVIA QUESTION

What famous detective lives at
221B Baker Street in London, England?

a. Nancy Drew

e WOULD YOU RATHER?

d. Veronica Mars

(answer on next slide

Part |l includes classic mystery genre quotations, trivia
guestions, vocabulary, Would-You-Rathers, why we read

mystery, and 5 tips for writing mysteries.




FUN FACTS & TRIVIA

WHY A RED HERRING?

A herring is a small, thin fish. Herring fish are silver, not red. So, why is a false clue called a red herring?

This term dates back to the early 1800s.
An English journalist named William
Cobbett used the term to describe the media’s

premature reporting of Napoleon’s defeat.

Cobbett compared the premature news

LATIN ROOT -CULPA-

The Latin root culpa means “guilt.” If you know the root word,

stories to the prad

distract hound dg

then you know all these words have something to do with guilt:

Mea culpa — my fault

Culpable — guilty or deserving blame
Culprit — person who is guilty

Exculpate — to clear from guilt; to determine
someone is not guilty

Inculpate — to accuse; to show someone is

guilty




5 TIPS FOR WRITING

MYSTERY NOVELS

5 TIPS FOR WRITING MYSTERIES

Number 3: Use a niche setting.

« Setting means time and place.

« Mysteries often have a niche setting. This means the setting features unique or specialized places that are

not typical settings in most fictional books.

EXAMPLES OF NICHE SETTINGS:

a rare bookstore

an abandoned mansion

a creepy carnival or amusement park
an Old Westghost town

a vintage train journey

5 TIPS FOR WRITING MYSTERIES
Number U: Use misdirection.

« Inreal life mysteries, detectives frequently make wrong turns. They follow the

wrong clues. They are sometimes wrong.

When authors misdirect the investigation, it helps build suspense

and makes the investigation more realistic.

You don’t want your mystery to be too easy to solvel Misdirection

and red herrings (false clues) help keep the mystery interesting.




ALL TEXT IS EDITABLE

TRIMVIA ANSWER

“The Murderg® the Rue Morgue” (published 1841) is widely considered to be
the first modern ¢g:ective story. Who is the author of “The Murders in the Rue Morgue™?

a. Ed@irAllan Poe
b. Ma Twain

C. y Dickinson
d. Amathaghristie

The story featun® a F@ch detective named C. Auguste
Dupin &% is 28amalsir detective who follows clues to

> muiers of two women in Paris.
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Editable list of recommended mystery books for Grades 6-8 and

Grades 9-12. Since the presentation focuses on detective mysteries,

puzzle mysteries, and locked room mysteries, the bookmarks give

multiple suggestions for each (plus additional titles).
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Genre-Personality-Test-Library-Genre-Activity-Middle-School-Library-4277658
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