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AMERICAN TALL TALES:




DON'T HAVE
POWERPOINT?

John grew up to marry a woman named Lucy.

STEEL-DRIVER &,

Because he was so t

John worked as a steel-di

Steel-drivers used heav

to drive steel spikes thi

CHARACTERISTICS OF TALL TALES:

+ Greally-exaggerated (hyperbole)
+ Setin 1800s and early 1900s

J « Fronfier life
— /{\&
//u \\\H\ » Larger-than-life characters

\\\ «  Wilderness and nature survival

* May be based on real people

\ + Oral fradition
)

T~

You can also edit and teach
this lesson in Google Slides!




LIBRARY SKILLS

DID YOU KNOW...?

The townspeople in the story
worried that the new steam
machine would take their jobs.

Not long ago, libraries were run
without computers. Students signed
cards to check out library books.

Computers have made working
in the library much easier.

Sadly, they have also cost

some Ilbrory workers their JObS' Thisisa card catalog. Before computers, every book

in the library had its own card in these little drawers.

Technology taking over human jobs is @
major theme in the John Henry story and in
the library lesson. This slide explains how
technology has affected libraries, too.




PART I-LESSON

NEW INVENTION

One day, a man came into town with a new

steam-powered machine. He bragged that
the machine could do the work of 12 men!

WORRIES

‘ John Henry knew that the fownspeople
‘ were not just bragging about him.
o«

‘ They were worried.

If this new machine could do the work of

12 men, would they still have jobs come morning?2

This lesson presentation tells
students the story of John Henry.




PART 1I-
SCROLLING SLIDES

“I'VE BEEN WORKING

v WOULD YOU RATHER...?

I've been working on 1
Just to pass the tim

Can't you hear the wh \
Rise up so early in tl
Can’t you hear the |
shouting R
Dinah, blow your

Read a sad story Read a silly story
(like John Henry) (like Paul Bunyan)

The “Scrolling Slides” help extend your lesson on
John Henry. Play these during and after checkout
for information about the Transcontinental
Railroad and life in the late 191" Cenftury.




EDITABLE TEXT

WORD OF THE WEEK

ballad

A bdllad is a poem or song that tells a story.

Ballads are often long, slow, and sad.

[ “The Ballad of John Henry”

GOT A GUESS?

How much do you think railroad

workers were paid in 18702

a. $10/month
b. $20/month
c. $30/month
d. $40/month

(answerin two slides)

—
‘021 Wrskeaaerrants

All text is editable in PPT or Google Slides.
Images have been locked 1o protect copyright.
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RECOMMENDED READS

Ro\\roc\d and Westwara eapse =

picture Books

John Henry {Les’rer}

John Henry (Krens ky)

John Henry Vs the Mighty steam Drill {Meisfer}

John Henry: An American Legend (Keats)

No Small Potatoes: Junius G. Groves and d His
Kingdom in Kansas {Bo\den}

Ghost Train (Yee)

Coolies (Yin)

Graphic Novels
John Henry: Steel-Drivin’ Elf LHcrper}
Blades of Freedom (Hale)

Fiction Novels
Tristan Strong punches d Hole in the Sky
(Mbatlia)

A

Editable list of

| recomm

oo end John

el :dti)T%%ITs and related reads. Arl—’lr\?vr;%'
e, but you can edit the titles "




