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LA LLORONA

tory & discussion

A spooky Halloween alternative for middle school
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LA LLORONA: THE WEEPING WOMAN "LORONA: THE

Devastated after her husband abandons her, a Mexican woman named Vari
Maria drowns her two children, then herself. Her spirit is cursed to wander the . ql’quiOns
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Alternate names for La Liorona include: The Waiing Woman, The Cryer, and ! Whefhe

the Woman in White. gits. " There e,
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Parentsin Mexico tell this story to their chidren fo encourage them to hurry

home before dark. Itis said thatif chidren hear La Liorona's cries, she may

mistake the children for her own and try to kidnap them.

The stories of La Llorona vary widely. In some versions, Maria is seen as a
sympathetic mother who kills her children out of a minute of insanity or
~~use she is so overcome with grief at her husband's betrayal.

‘Maria as a vainand vengefulwoman who kiled her
husband after he left her.

e husbandis not a good man. He marries a very young
her because she isn't beautiful enough for him. In stories
the Spanish gentleman were unmarried, the gentleman
and the children because he neverintended fo marry a
an. He marries a wealthy Spanish woman instead.

Why do you think people™
have told this story for
several hundred years?
What is it about La Llorona
that fascinates us?
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TWO FORMATS
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Both formats include La Llorona background,
story, and variations + discussion guestions.
This resource is NOT editable.




LA LLORONA BACKGROUND,
STORY, AND VARIATIONS

LA LLORONA: THE WEEPING WOMAN

Devastated after her husband abandons her, a Mexican woman named
Maria drowns her two children, then herself. Her spirit is cursed to wander the
earth, looking for her children's souls.

This story originates in Mexico and has many versions and similarities to other
stories across Central and South America.

Alternate names for La Llorona include: The Waiing Woman, The Cryer, and
the Woman in White.

Parentsin Mexico tell this story to their children to encourage them to hurry
ne home before dark. Itis said thatif children hear La Liorona's cries, she may

Q,ﬁh ge’ e N mistake the children for her own and try to kidnap them.
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Weo\mﬂe ge“\\«a " _‘ The stories of La Llorona vary widely.Insome versions, Maria is seen as a
meb n T o sympathetic mother who kills her chidren out of a minute of insanity or
ahe because she is so overcome with grief at her husband'sbetrayal.

Otherstories portray Maria as a vain and vengefulwoman who killed her
children fo spite her husband after he left her.

In most versions, the husbandis not a goed man. He marries a very young
Maria and leaves her because she isn't beautiful encugh for him. In stories
where Maria and the Spanish gentleman were unmarried, the gentleman
abandons Maria and the children because he neverintended to marry a
poor local woman. He marries a wealthy Spanish woman instead.
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4 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

LA LLORONA: THE

Discussiol

Why do you think
story for severalhi
it about La Lloro

Discussion Question 3

Why do you think people
have fold this story for
several hundred years?
What is it about La Llore

that fascinates us?

cards, full-page essay
discussion guestions, and a creative writing prompt




MORE ALTERNATIVES
TO HALLOWEEN

THE FALL OF THE

HOUSE OF USHER

Grammar Fill-InsS

Grades T7-10
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MYSTERY
GENRE GAME

What Mystery Genre Character Are You?

HANSEL & GRETEL

Grammar F111 Ins

Grades 58

by Lelgh Gollazo
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SHERLOCK HOLMES
GRA{MM_AR FILL-INS

GRADES
6-8



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Halloween-Mad-Libs-The-Fall-of-the-House-of-Usher-4985503
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Halloween-Mad-Libs-Hansel-and-Gretel-4985323
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/What-Mystery-Genre-Character-Are-You--2167466
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sherlock-Holmes-Mad-Libs-2167523
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