CHINESE NEW YEAR

Reader’s Theater
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READER'S THEATER
“The Race for the Zodiac"

Characters

Narrator 1
Narrator2
Jade Emperor
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Rat
Tiger
Rooster
Dragon
Dog
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NARRATOR 1: Long, long age, before hutengs, or narrow alleys, connected neighborhoods across
Beling, before the Shanghai Tower glittered over the HuangPu River. before the world's longest
sea bridge connected Zhuhai te Hong kong, there were o Jade Emperor, a new zodiac, and
some hopeful animals. The Jace Emperor decided to name each yearin the Zodiac after a
different animal. But how could he choose which animals should come first?

JADE EMPEROR: Animals of China, gather round! I, the great Jade Emperor and ruler of all the gods in
China, decree thatwe should create a Zodiae calendarto start each new lunar year. To honer
Chinar's precious wildlife, we shall name each year inthe Zodiac after a different anirmail.
Tomorow merming, we shall have a Great Race fo determine which animals will be
represented, and in what order.

RAT: But Jade Emperor, how is that fair to the smaller animals? We deserve a chance, too!

JADE EMPEROR: True, Clever Rat. But you are cunning, and | am certain the smaller animals will figure
out away. (Jade Emperor points fo @ wide river] Tomorrow morming, we will aather at the bank
of the greatt Yangtze River. the longest river in all of Asici. The first fwelve animals to cross the
river will become part of our zodiae. Each animal will rule the zediac for one year each.

ALL ANIMALS: Hooray! Three cheers for the Jade Emperor!

NARRATOR 2: Early the next moming, the animals gathered on the banks
of the Yangtze. The water looked swift and deep, and some of the
animalsleoked worred.

RAT (fo Cat): Catt, my decr neighbor and friend. you look ferified!

CAT (in an anxious tone): Rat, | don't mind the water so much, and|

alwayslove @ good refreshing bath. But this water is deeper than |
am tall. Andl it leoks so cold! | don't think | will make it across.

\ //_
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RAT (whispering fo Cat): Don't worry, my fiend, for | am clever and already have a plan. flooks ot
0X) Do you see that lumbering ox over there? He s tall and wide. and | hear heiis a great
swimmer. We can jump on his back and ride across the river. We'll be safe and dry!
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TIPS AND INFO FOR TEACHERS
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